





o The rest of the allegations made in April 2023, (listed above) were
unsubstantiated.

e Asaresult of the district’s findings, the KCSD issued Benjamin a letter of
reprimand and he returned to work on June 1, 2023.

e In October of 2023, the KCSD investigated the October 4, 2023 allegation that
Benjamin had “popped” students’ backs.

¢ District investigation determined that Benjamin had engaged in back popping
with students when they would ask him to do so.

¢ Benjamin reported that he would place your arms around students, under their
arms, and squeeze the student until their back popped.

¢ Benjamin reported that he never did this while alone with a student, and only
performed the back “popping” for students who requested it.

¢ Asaresult of this matter, the KCSD issued Benjamin a letter of reprimand and a
three (3) day unpaid suspension. Additionally, the district required Benjamin to

read and summarize an online article on teacher-student boundaries.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The conduct described above constitutes gross neglect of duty in violation of ORS
342.175(1)(b); OAR 584-020-0040(4)(n) as it incorporates OAR 584-020-0010(5) (Use
professional judgment), OAR 584-020-0020(2)(d) (Skill in the supervision of students),
OAR 584-020-0025(2)(e) (Using district lawful and reasonable rules and regulations), and
584-020-0040(4)(d)(Unreasonable physical force against students, fellow employees, or
visitors to the school, except as permitted under ORS 339.250).

The Commission’s authority to impose discipline in this matter is based upon ORS

342.175.
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FINAL ORDER
The Commission hereby issues a public reprimand and two (2) years’ probation upon
Benjamin’s Oregon educator license. The period of probation will become effective on the date of

adoption of this order. The period of probation is subject to the following conditions:

1. Benjamin shall comply with the Standards for Competent and Ethical Performance
of Oregon Educators under Oregon Administrative Rules Chapter 584, Division
020.

2. Benjamin will complete a Commission-approved boundaries course and provide

evidence to the Commission of such training within the first year of probation.

IT IS SO ORDERED THIS “day of July, 2025.

TEACHER STANDARDS AND PRACTICES COMMISSION

By: __
Rachel Alpert, Executive Director

NOTICE OF APPEAL OR RIGHTS

YOU ARE ENTITLED TO JUDICIAL REVIEW OF THIS ORDER. JUDICIAL REVIEW MAY BE
OBTAINED BY FILING A PETITION FOR REVIEW WITHIN 60 DAYS FROM THE SERVICE OF
THIS ORDER. JUDICIAL REVIEW IS PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ORS 183.482 TO
THE OREGON COURT OF APPEALS.
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